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A visit with Paige and Mary Bess Mulhollan:
a new beginning ·f or Wright State University ...

The

WrightStater
About the cover
One year ago, Paige and Mary Bess Mulhollan came to
Wright State University from the University of Arizona.
After their first year as president and first lady of
Wright State University, respectively, the Mulhollans
talked with The WrightStater about their experiences
during this first year, their plans and their lives. Both of
them displayed frankness in their interviews and an
enthusiasm about their involvement with Wright State
University and the Dayton area community. This issue
takes a very personal look at the president and his
wife. We would like to thank them for opening their
home and their lives so that The WrightStater might
offer the university community and friends this special
visit with Wright State's first family. We wish them
hearty congratulations on their first anniversary with
the university and wish them all the best in the
years ahead.
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WSU, Dayton plan
West Dayton Center

S1.2 million grant

earmarked for research
When classes resume this fall,
Wright State University will be
utilizing S1,265,926 in research
grants from the Ohio Board of
Regents for research in science and
engineering areas. This will
include the purchase of research
equipment. The funds will also
provide "seed grants" for new
research projects and will provide
for additional research laboratory
personnel.
Wright State's S1.266 million is
the third largest award among
Ohio's 12 public universities.
The funds, released under the
new Ohio Research Challenge
program, will be used to stimulate
more and higher-quality basic and
applied research, particularly
research tllat will help meet the
strategic needs of the greater
Dayton area and the state to aid in
the economic redevelopment of
Ohio.
Selected WSU research centers,
such as the National Center for
Rehabilitation Engineering, the
Magnetic Resonance Laboratory
(operated with Kettering Medical
Center) and Brehm Laboratory, also
may receive some of the grant
funding.

Focus wins Emmy
Award
The local chapter of the National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences has awarded a regional
Emmy Award to Wright State
University's television program,
Focus. The regional Emmy was for
excellence in informational
programming.
Focus has been nominated for
five regional Emmys in the past and
is currently in its seventh season.
Focus devotes 30 minutes to one
news issue, giving an in-depth
analysis of a topic on each
program.
The prestigious award was
presented during the Academy's
22nd annual award ceremony.

Construction is scheduled to
begin this fall on the Wright State
University West Dayton Human
Development Center. The center
will serve as an attractive landmark
leading into the West Dayton
community and will be located at
the northwest corner of West Third
Street and Edwin C. Moses
Boulevard.
The new center will be the only
one of its kind in Ohio and will
serve primarily as a comprehensive
clinical teaching facility for the
university's School of Professional
Psychology. The Ohio General
Assembly appropriated S2. 9 million
to WSU in July 1985 for the center.
Eventually, about 1O new jobs will
be created for faculty and postdoctoral residents and support staff.
The two-story-facility will comprise
approximately 20,000 square feet
of space and will provide comprehensive clinical psychological
services to individuals, groups,
public agencies and private
organizations.
WSU President Dr. Paige
Mulhollan said that "the decision
to place the new facility in the
downtown area reflects Wright
State's commitment to being an
integral part of the City of Dayton
and making its services more easily
accessible to the citizens of the
Miami Valley region. We expect the
center to become a valuable
community resource."

11-week foreign
language courses
offered
Would you like to vacation in a
foreign country but are reluctant
to attempt such an adventure,
because you don't speak the
language 7 Wright State is now
offering 11-week courses, called
the "essential series," in six
languages: Chinese, Japanese,
Portuguese, Danish, Italian and
Polish.
Oral skills are stressed more than
written skills, and cultural
information is included in the
essentials courses. The focus is on
phrases, expressions, and tenses
used most often. For information
call 873-2641.
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Vincent Price to launch
Artist Series
Vincent Price, master of the
macabre, will unveil Wright State
University's Artist Series for the
1986-87 season.

ARCO donates
geological system
ARCO Oil and Gas Co. has hired
more graduates from Wright State
University than from any other
university. In the future WSU will
be utilizing a computer donated
from ARCO that will make it one of
a handful of universities in the
nation capable of state-of-the-art
geological data processing.
The SEL Gould system donated
by ARCO and compatible software
donated by SEISCOM Delta United,
a scientific software specialist, will
be used for numerical analyses of
seismic data and to teach classes in
geological data processing. The
value of th.e donation is $250,000.
ARCO previously has supported
the WSU geological sciences
program through graduate
fellowships, financing of equipment,
and by hiring graduates.

Student designs auto
parts in Sweden
Wright State University student
Michael Bohler is spending his
summer in Sweden designing
automobile parts. He filled one of
the 125 training positions offered
through the American-Scandinavian
Foundation.
His grade point average, his
engineering experience through the
WSU Cooperative Education
Program and letters of
recommendation from employers
and faculty members earned him
the position with the Swedish
electromechanical industrial firm.
He is the first WSU student since
I 982 to participate in the program
that provides students with the
opportunity to live abroad and
receive work experience in their
field of study.

•Saturday, September 27: Vincent
Price presents "The Villains Still
Pursue Me."
• Tuesday, October 14: Dr. Peter
Schickele performs PDQ Bach. He
is known as a serious composer for
orchestra, chamber ensemble,
piano, organ and voice.
•Tuesday, October 28: Ballet "Gran
Folklorico de Mexico," a folk dance
company of 35 singers, dancers
and musicians, will revive the
ancient traditions of Mexican song
and dance.
• Wednesday, January 21 : The Butch
Thompson Trio will play their
exuberant brand of traditional jazz
and ragtime.
•Wednesday, February 18:
Renowned Brazilian guitarist Carlos
Barbosa-Lima will perform from his
works which include transcriptions
of compositions by Bach and
Handel.
• Sunday, March 8: Dubbed the
"Paganini of the Tuba," Harvey G.
Phillips will present a week of
lectures, workshops and
performances at WSU.
•Thursday, April 23: The series will
feature a performance by the
Emerson String Quartet.
• Saturday, May I 6: James
Dapogny's Chicago Jazz Band will
perform traditional jazz.
For more information, call the
Artist Series office at 873-2205.

Education college
offers new master's
What do Heidi and Mother
Goose have in common? They are
several of many children's literature
classics that have come from other
lands. The College of Education
and Human Services at Wright
State University now offers teachers
a new master's degree
concentration in international
literature. The concentration is
intended for teachers, librarians and
anyone interested in international
literature.
A survey of \NOrld literature for
children, including contemporary
books, cultural studies focusing
each year on a different nation and
methods of teaching literature to
children are among the courses
required.
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WSU receives s 1.5 million gift
from civic leader E. J. Nutter
The largest single contribution in
Wright State University's history-a
SI .5 million gift from Greene County
businessman and civic leader Ervin J.
Nutter-will be used toward the
construction of the university's
activities center. The building, to be
completed by 1989, will be named
the WSU Ervin J. Nutter Center.
"I have
been an
avid
supporter of
Wright State
University
for many
years,"
stated
Nutter. "I
have had
ENin J. Nutter
the
opportunity to watch the university
make tremendous strides and realize
that the activities center has been
greatly needed on campus."
The multipurpose activities center.
estimated to cost SI 8 million, will be
built on a 30-acre site on campus,
near the intersection of Colonel
Glenn Highway and North Fairfield
Road, just oft 1-6 75. The I 0,000-seat
fa.c ility will be home for the WSU
Raider basketball team and serve as
a site for cultural, entertainment and
official university events. Wright
State's activities center will be
funded by S4 million already
appropriated by the state, SI million
in pre-sale of premium seats, S3
million in private donations and SI 0
million in bonds.
"Mr. Nutter's generous
contribution is a reflection of his
support not only of Wright State. but

of his community involvement and
commitment to those projects which
enhance the quality of life for
residents of this area," stated WSU
Trustee Chair Steven Mason.
President Paige Mulhollan
commented that "this gift marks the
largest single donation in our history.
Indeed, we are most grateful to
Mr. Nutter and hope that this
contribution will prompt other
donations which will help us toward
completing this much-needed
facility."
Nutter, who is a member of the
WSU Board of Trustees, is founder of
Elana Enterprises, producers of
precision tubular assemblies for jet
engines. The firm, located in
Beavercreek just a few miles from
campus, was founded in I 946 by
Nutter, a mechanical engineer.
Commenting on his gift to Wright
State, Nutter stated: "I would like for
this building to represent to young
people what the American dream is
all about. I want them to realize that
with a drive and desire to pursue
their dreams, they can be
successful.··
A strong proponent of the free
enterprise system, Nutter's life
exemplifies the Horatio Alger story.
He started with very little money,
but he had a great deal of desire
and ability. This determination to
succeed enabled him to lead his
newly-formed firm to what it is
today, a multimillion-dollar
corporation.
Nutter is a member of the Board
of Trustees and a member of the
WSU President's Club.•
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whirlwind of activities
accompanied by fun and
excitement surrounded
the festivities held
May J 9-25 to celebrate the
inauguration of Dr. Paige E.
Mulhollan, the third president of
Wright State University.
Hundreds of faculty, staff, students
and members of the community
attended the Affair of the Arts at the
Victory Theatre in downtown
Dayton. Performers from the WSU
Dance Ensemble, Dayton Ballet
Companies I and 11, the Rolling Stock
Theatre Troupe and the Dayton
Contemporary Dance Company took
to the stage for the evening 's gala
celebration, which was topped off
with a reception at the Gem Plazc:1
Atrium.
Groundbreaking ceremonies for
the S7.25 million University Library/

A

Computer Center Addition to the
WSU Library were part of the
inaugural week activities, as was the
Inaugural Breakfast with the
president and Mrs. Mulhollan, held
on Founders Quadrangle.
The official Inaugural Ceremony in
the Physical Education Building was
most impressive, with the University
Symphony Band providing the
upbeat musical background to the
colorful inaugural procession. Such
dignitaries as Governor Richard
Celeste, who was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Laws degree,
Dr. William Coulter, chancellor of the

Ohio Board of Regents, State
Representative C. J. Mclin, Jr., and
Dayton Mayor Paul Leonard were in
attendance. Other distinguished
delegates from around the world
also participated in the inauguration
festivities.
The week's activities- which
included numerous other activities
and events-culminated with the
Board of Trustees and President's
Club Inaugural Gala Dinner and
Dance, the theatre performance of
Hair, dedicated to the president ~nd
Mrs. Mulhollan, the Inaugural Ball
held at the Stouffer Dayton Plaza
Hotel and the Wright State
University/Community Orchestra and
the WSU Chorus Concert
performance held in the Oelman
Auditorium on campus. •

Photographs
I . Dr. Paige E. Mulhollan is escorted to his
seat at the Victory Theatre.
2. At the Inaugural Ball held at the Stouffer
Dayton Plaza Hotel, the Mulhollans dance
to the music of the Wright State University/
Community Orchestra.
3. The Inaugural Ceremony began with a
colorful procession into the Physical
Education Building.
4. The Mulhollans greet hundreds of well w1shers at the reception following the
Inaugural Ceremony.
5. Dr. Mulhollan delivers his opening remarks
at the Inaugural Ceremony, as State
Representative C. J. Mclin, Jr., looks on.
6. A large, colorful tent was the site of the
Inaugural Ceremony Reception on campus.
7. Mary Bess and Paige Mulhollan share a
moment with their sons, Paige Jr. (left
front) and Kelly, and their sons' wives
during the Board of Trustees and
President's Club Inaugural Gala Dinner and
Dance in the evening following the
president's investiture.
8. Hundreds of students, faculty and staff
joined the Mulhollans at the Inaugural
Breakfast held on Founders Quadrangle.

Inaugural
week
highlights

9. Japanese delegate Tsutomu Kake, general
president Kake Educational Institution,
wields the shovel at the groundbreaking
for the University Library/Computer Center
Addition.
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It's important .to be willing to take risks. In the process,
you're going to make errors. When that happens, you
have to be willing to admit your errors, clean up and
start over."

Paige E. Mulhollan:

Man at the

by Carol Siyahi

he words "Paige
Mulhollan"-caNed in
wood-scrawl across the
front of his desk. The
effect is as folksy and casual as the
man himself. His office tells a visitor
immediately that this man doesn't
stand on ceremony. He doesn't like
to be called Dr. Mulhollan. He is,
simply, Paige.
He is not the easiest man to
plumb the depths of. He prefers
discussing his latest project in the
works, his latest administrative
appointment or an upcoming sailing
trip to talking about himself. He is a
man who seems to "enjoy the
process"--of being president, of
getting to know the community, ~f
being Paige Mulhollan. He is a man
who loves action and change and
who prides himself on his resiliency
and ability to respond rapidly to
shifting situations.
Fear does not seem to be in his
vocabulary. He would rather try

T

something and have it fail, than do
nothing at all. He is impatient with
the slow-moving wheels of
bureaucracy and dislikes the
tendency to cling to the old way of
doing things. "Status quo" is not
part of the language of his mind.
Paige Mulhollan was born in 1934
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. While he
was in school, he helped out in his
family's wholesale furniture business,
working in the ware~1ouse. "I was a
good warehouse man," he says with
a grin. After earning his marketing
degree from the University of
Arkansas in I 956, he seNed in the
army before returning to Oklahoma
to his family's business as manager
of one of their furniture outlets.
Three years later, when the family
consolidated their businesses into
one retail outlet, he saw an
opportunity to make a fresh start in
a new direction. "I used to spend
my leisure time reading books on
history. I was devoted to history,"

Wright State University
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I don't think there's anything we can't do if we set our ·
minds to it."

he says. "It was a natural choice for
me to go back to school and pursue
a Ph.D. in history."
His interest in history and public
affairs, however, went still deeper
into his roots.
"My grandmother on my mother's
side was the first female reporter for
the Arkansas Gazette. My greatgrandfather was governor of
Arkansas in the 1880s and a U.S.
senator for 22 years," he says. "I
wrote my master's thesis on his
political career. I may have gotten
my interest in public affairs and
politics from him."
In 1962, he received his master's
degree in history from the University
of Arkansas. By 1966, he had earned
his Ph.D. in history from The
University of Texas, Austin. His first
teaching position was as an

/
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instructor of history at the University
of Arkansas. "I thought I had the
bestjob I could ever have," he says.
In 1964, when Wright State
University was only being born,
Paige Mulhollan was in his second
year as a faculty member, teaching
U.S. history and Western Civilization.
But his full-time teaching career
was not to last. In 1968, he had the
opportunity to go to Washington,
D.C., to work with the Lyndon
Johnson oral history project. True to
form, Paige went with the
opportunity.
"I spent a year seeing the world,"
he says. "It was exciting being in the
capital and working out of the White
House." In 1969, when he returned
to the University of Arkansas, "I was
not as confident that teaching was
where I wanted to be."

In 1970, he had an offer to go to
Kansas State University as associate
dean of Arts and Sciences. He
accepted the new challenge and,
with it, a new career in higher
education administration.
He described his three years there
as "very good years." There, he
worked with educators whom he
describes as "the best mentors l ever
had in the course of my career.·'
Administration fits Paige well. Asked
what qualities he believes have
made him good at university
administration, he says, "I work
hard. I like people. I respect them
and treat them honestly. I also
believe in an action orientation. That
will take you a long way."
What followed was a succession
of increasingly more responsible
administrative positions, including

dean of Arts and Sciences at the
University of Oklahoma; provost and
executive vice president of Arizona
State University, as well as chief
operating officer of Arizona State
University West; and, finally,
president of Wright State University
in July of 1985.
He spent much of his first months
at Wright State University "talking to
people, trying to discover what's
here, what's possible, what the
resources and players are and their
capabilities."
In recent months, he has been
putting together his administrative
team. The first high-level
appointment he made was Dr.
Edward Spanier, vice president of
Business and Finance, "an
outstanding performer," Paige says.
The second was Dr. Charles

We 'll Knock You Over

What the Butler Saw, 1985-86 season

With Our 198 6-87 Season!
Wright State University Theatre .
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Of Mice and Men
By John Steinbeck
October, 1986
John Steinbeck's powerful adaptation of his famous 1935 novel
tells the story of two southern California drifters, George, a likable farm laborer, and Lenny, his sweet-natured but feebleminded friend.
The two men share a fine friendship, working at odd jobs and
spinning dreams of one day owning their own ranch . But friendships and dreams are shattered when Lenny's impulses can no
longer be controlled .
Steinbeck's straightforward play about two simple men and their
interdependencies is powerful and uncompromising . "A theatregoer may find the story heartbreaking," wrote Brooks Atkinson ,
"but in all honesty , he cannot suggest a kindlier way of telling
it. " Fifty years later, Of Mice and Men still speaks of the powerful
feel ings that can exist between ordinary men .

Hotel Paradiso
By Georges Feydeau and Maurice Desvallieres
English translation by Peter Glenville
February, 1987
This mad French bedroom frolic finds an assortment of refined
people stealing through the halls and rooms of a cheap hotel ,
all comically intent on romantic assignations.

Nine

Everyone--from the henpecked husband who arrives in disguise
with his friend 's wife, to the housing inspector investigating
ghosts, to the police who raid the joint--collides in a rumpus that
the New York Daily News called "one of the funniest comedies
since the silent movies. "

Book by Arthur Kopit
Music and lyrics by Maury Yeston
November, 1986
Nine burst onto the New York theatre scene just in time to sweep
the Tony awards. Based on Federico Fellini's classic film 8 112,
this haunting musical takes place at a health spa in Venice where
a struggling filmmaker is facing a series of crises.

Guido Contini's last three films have been box office flops and
his producer may sue him unless he comes up with an idea for
a film--and fast! Central to Guido's problems is his desire for too
many women , typified by the complaints of his wife, Luisa, and
his mistress, Carla, who both want to spend more time with him .

Evita
Lyrics by Tim Rice

Nine has musical sequences that are at once hallucinatory and
entertaining--as Guido fantasizes about all the women who have
tempted him throughout his life. Wrote Frank Rich , "There's so
much rich icing in Nine, that anyone who cares about the progress of the Broadway musical will ~ave to see it. "

Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber
May, 1987
The fabulous myth of Eva Peron , bit actress , mistress and wife
to Argentine dictator Juan Peron, and saint on earth to Argentina's "shirtless ones" is brilliantly illuminated by Tim Rice and
Andrew Lloyd Webber in this internationally acclaimed musical.
A collage of Eva's rise to power and her early death, Evita is a
glittering look at a woman loved by the poor, hated by the rich
and powerful , and not above taking matters into her own capable
hands.

The Miracle
Worker
By William Gibson
January, 1987
This stirring drama is one of the most successful and warmly
admired plays of the modern stage. It concerns the emotional
relationship between the lonely but determined teacher Annie
Sullivan and her blind and mute student, Helen Keller.
Young Helen, trapped in her own secret world, is bitter, violent,
and spoiled. Only Anne realizes that there is a mind waiting to
be rescued. Annie's determined education of and eventual success with Helen is presented in some of the most turbulent and
emotional scenes ever presented on the stage.
The New York Post called the play "an interesting, absorbing ,
and moving evening of theatre. " The Miracle Worker remains
an emotional affirmation to the power of education.

Winner of seven 1980 Tony awards, including Best Musical ,
Score, and Book, Evita is an exciting and compelling musical
about a fascinating woman who transcends her time.

Group Sales
Your club or organization may want to join your famliy and friends
for a special theatre party. Advance arrangements for block
seating, or for getting extra tickets in addition to your subscriber
seats, may be made through Business Manager Patti Russo by
calling 873-2562. Group discount information is also available.

Extremities, 1985-86 season

Subscriber Benefits
Notice of Special Events
Theatre Newsletter
Priority Renewal
20% Savings
Free Parking

The Night of the Iguana, 1985-86 season

Theatre Arts
Endowment Fund
Established just five years ago, more than 250 individuals and
companies have contributed to the Theatr~ Arts Endowment
Fund, designed to help provide scholarships for exceptionally
talented young people and to provide assistance in enriching
our theatre programs. We invite you to become or to continue
as a contributor to our "Fund for the Future."

Romeo and Juliet, 1985-86 season

What the Butler Saw, 1985-86 season

Extremities, 1985-86 season
How to get here . ..

~ ~Wright State Universitylheatre

Interstate 70

1986·87 Order Form
Season Coupon System
When you order a season subscription from Wright State University Theatre, you will receive a season coupon
sheet containing one coupon for each of the five shows . These coupons are exchanged for tickets. You may
redeem by mail at. any time , or phone in your order when special subscriber week begins.

Theatre Arts Endowment Fund
Your contribution to this scholarship fund enables us to offer financial assistance to promising students. According
to the amount, you can become an Angel ($1000 contribution) ; Producer ($500) ; Sponsor ($100) ; Patron ($50) ; or
Friend ($25) .

... once you are here

I have selected:
___ Option Number One

___ Option Number Two

Your choice of attending any performance of a
production (Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
evenings, Sunday evenings and matinees) . Includes
the premium-priced Friday and Saturday
performances .

Your choice of attending any Thursday or Sunday
performance (matinees included) .
Cost of Option Two subscription : $30

Cost of Option One subscription : $40

Subscription cost

Number of subscriptions

Total

x

I would like to contribute to the Theatre Arts Endowment
Fund (if no contribution, enter "O")
Angel ($1000); Producer ($500); Sponsor ($100);
Patron ($50); Friend ($25)
Total enclosed
_ _ I have enclosed a check or money order for the total amount of $ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ _
_ _ Ple<;ise charge to my VISA account
_ _ Please charge to my MasterCard account
Credit card no.

Expiration date _ _ _ _ _ __

Name _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ Signature _,__._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Telephone _ _ _ __
home
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ _ __
work

Limited Time
Offer!
Subscribe
Now!
WRIGHT

STATE

5 shows for the price of 4 - 1 show absolutely free if you
Subscribe Now!
Detach and mail to: Wrig ht State Universi ty Theatre, Dayton, Ohio 45435

Wright State University
Dayton, Ohio 45435

Hathaway, vice president for
Academic Affairs, from The University
of Texas, San Antonio. He also has
named deans for the new College of
Science and Mathematics and the
College of Engineering and
Computer Science.
During his first year as president,
he has undertaken a " substantial
new initiative" involving reaching
out to other colleges and universities
in the area. He sees this as "very
important over the next several
years." Work has gone forward on
the new general education program,
which he expects to see
implemented in fall 1987. He has
been a prime mover of the campus
activities center, which he hopes to
get under way during the next fiscal
year and which has received
favorable legislative support and

significant financial support. This
includes a Sl .5 million gift from
Greene County businessman and
philanthropist Ervin J. Nutter, as well
as S4 million from the State of Ohio.
He also hopes to see the new Ph.D.
program in computer science and
engineering " get off the ground"
this fall.
Institution-wide planning efforts
are in progress, which he sees as
"laying the groundwork for solid
progress and new departures. I look
forward to seeing the plan in final
form in March or April of 1987," he
says.
In describing his work style, Paige
uses the word "intense," but quickly
adds that he also has the capacity to
"get completely away" from his
work. "I feel very strongly that
people ought to take vacations and

get away, " he says. " More and more
people are realizing that they don't
do themselves, their families or their
institutions a favor if they don't take
the time to get away from the job."
In Paige's case, this means sailing
trips on his and his wife's boat on
Lake Erie or on special getaways like
the one he took late this winter to
the Caribbean. On a daily basis, he
"gets away from it all" by jogging at
lunchtime on campus.
Asked about his theories of
education, Paige candidly says, "If I
have a theory, it is that I have no
ideology. A university is a very
complex organization. If you commit
yourself to one point of view, you
are not going to be able to serve all
sectors of the community. I feel it's
important to be flexible and tolerant,
adapting yourself and your attitudes

to circumstances as they come up."
He equates good leadership with
risk-taking. It's important to be
willing to take risks, Paige says. " In
the process, you're going to make
errors. When that happens, you have
to be willing to admit your errors,
clean up and start over. "
His average day begins at 6: l 5 am.
He is in his office by 7: l 5 and has
his first meeting at 7: 30. His day
doesn't conclude until late in the
evening, when he has finished going
over the reading material which has
accumulated throughout the day or
when he returns home from one of
the four or more evening activities
he averages each week when he
represents the university at
community functions. Because of the
volume of evening commitments and
the fact that this is the only time he

1
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and his wife have together, he
makes it a practice not to accept
evening engagements unless they
can attend together.
Paige is unhesitatingly
complimentary of his wife, Mary
Bess. " Most people are not aware
how much the university presidency
is a two-person, family job," he says.
"She's as important to the university
as I am, but she's not paid." In
addition to her attendance at
community and university functions,
"she averages an hour or two a day
over here," he says. "Her success is
an important aspect of my success."
"I believe in family values," he
says. "My own personal family is
close. My wife and I spent a lot of
time with our kids [sons Paige Jr.
and Kelly] when they were small,
and I have a close relationship with
Mary Bess."
The private moments in Paige
Mulhollan's life may include walks in
the woods around Rockafield House.
"Winter can be beautiful out here in
the woods," he says, "seeing the
shape of the fallen timbers, the sun
through the trees. In winter Mary
Bess and I walked daily through the
woods with our two golden
retriever puppies.··

I
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They may also include breaks with
his favorite beverage- Pepsi Lite. A
fan of the drink before coming to
Dayton, he was dismayed to find
that it was not available in the Gem
City. Not to be daunted, he combed
the area, finally locating the
beverage in Columbus. He now
makes a point of stopping to pick up
ten cases each month when he has
business in the state capital. "I tend
to get addicted to things I like," he
says. "I like Pepsi Lite."
Paige also likes his work and
believes that you are not going to
excel at your job if you don't enjoy
it. "If you· re not having fun [at what
you're doing]," he says, "you ought
not to do it." And he doesn't believe
in a preoccupation with climbing the
"career ladder."
"I think that one of the biggest
mistakes people make in looking at
someone's career is to assume they
have taken a long-term look at
where they were going," he says. "I
got into administration entirely by
accident. I had a lot of doubts about
it, because I had a good faculty job
at the University of Arkansas. I
would have been content to stay
with that job for the rest of my life. I
never had a timetable for where I
would be at different points in my
career. If you do your job and pay
attention to what you're supposed

to be accomplishing, opportunities
will come, and the future will take
care of itself.''
The university, as well, has a job
to do. One of the fundamental
missions of WSU, he believes, is to
provide access. "Only 20 percent of
Dayton public school children go on
to higher education. We've got to
work with Dayton public schools to
convince these young people to go
on with their education. We need to
get more involved with the public
schools in the area, the community
colleges, where we get many of ourstudents, the public sector,
government (WPAFB) and businesses.
We have to be interactive with all
our constituencies."
Among those constituencies with
which he would like to increase
interaction is alumni. He views
alumni as crucial to the university's
success in the community and would
like to see them acting as mentors
for current universfty students, as
well as encouraging young people
planning to pursue a university
education to attend Wright State.
One of the most important goals
of the university at this time, he
befieves, is to fill a long-term need
for a greater sense of community on
campus. As a commuter campus, he
says, the university has students who
typically go to class, leave, go back

to their pursuits, having little to
attract them to participate in campus
life outside of class.
He sees the planned activities
center as an important ingredient in
creating an environment which
promotes a sense of community. It
will draw students to campus for a
wide variety of activities. Going
Division I also will have a major
impact on the university's sense of
community, he believes. "I think that
participation on the highest level of
intercollegiate athletics will create a
certain image, pride, esprit de corps
for the campus community, alumni
and residents of the area," he says.
Efforts to increase the amount of
on-campus student housing is
another important factor. "We're not
trying to emulate Miami University
or Bowling Green," he says, "but
we are looking to house a sufficient
number of students to ensure a
sense of community. It has an effect
on the feeling of commitment to
higher education and on-campus
life."
The future of Wright State
University is very promising, the
president believes. "I don't think
there's anything we can't do if we
set our minds to it. I see an exciting
period ahead in this university's
history, and I am delighted to be a
part of it.·· •

The university's successes please me as much as
anything, because I feel I've had a part in them. That
means a lot to me."
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First Lady
Mary Bess
Mulholla n
by Carol Siyahi

here are many things
to know about Mary
Bess Mulhollan. Her
devotion to her family,
her work and her interests are
among the most important ones. Her
love of the outdoors is another.
Mary Bess is an easy person to
warm up to. She is friendly,
forthright and unpretentious. Born
and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas,
she is the daughter of a grocer,
whose store was the neighborhood
center. Her childhood included
summers filled with outdoor activities
both at scout camp and at her
family's cabin by the lake in Hot
Springs, Arkansas.
She first met her future husband,
also an Arkansas native, at the state
conferences for student governments
and honor societies which were held
in Little Rock. It was years later,
however, in their senior year at the
University of Arkansas, that she and
Paige began dating.
She majored in home economics at
the University of Arkansas, because,
she says, the field offered her the
opportunity for one of the betterpaying jobs for women in Arkansas
at the time, i.e., being a home
economist for a utility company.
Her future, however, lay
elsewhere. Shortly after graduation,
on July 8, 1956, she and Paige were

T

married. Their first child, Paige Jr.,
was born the following summer.
Two years later, their second son,
Kelly, was born. A series of moves to
different parts of the country
followed. Their "home base,"
however, would always remain in
Arkansas. They cemented that by
buying land and building a cabin on
Beaver Lake near Larue, Arkansas.
During these "moving years,"
Mary Bess made time to go back to
school, earning a B.F.A. degree in
ceramics from the University of
Oklahoma and becoming an
accomplished ceramicist. Her work
(primarily in functional ceramics) has
been in many juried shows, including
a large, juried international show in
Italy and one sponsored by the
Norman, Oklahoma, Art Guild,
which won her a first-place award.
Over the years, Mary Bess has
shown herself to be a caring person
about the environment and has
taken a special interest in both birds
and wild flowers. She has recently
participated in an Audubon count of
birds in the woods around WSU and
has put up numerous bird feeding
stations around Rockafield House
and the surrounding woods to
attract and observe the birds
of this area.
Her longtime interest in wild
flowers goes back to the early

summers at Beaver Lake, which has
beautiful wooded areas around it.
The cabin she and Paige built sits on
five acres on the Larue Peninsula
along the lake. She undertook a
several-year project there, identifying
150 of 175 different kinds of wfld
flowers which she observed and
photographed on the 600-acre
peninsula.
Mary Bess tells how she and Paige
cleared their land for the cabin and
laughs when she describes how she
was probably the only person to
interview the bulldozer operators on
their philosophy about tree removal
and land clearance. "I wanted to
find someone who would respect
the woods and the rock ledge area,"
she says.
It was at Beaver Lake that they
did their first sailing. "We had never
been on a sailboat," she says. "We
started talking about sailing and
decided it was something we would
like to do." So they bought boating
guide literature, wrote to companies
which make sailboats and purchased

their first sailboat, a 14-foot day
sailer. To help pay for the boat, they
gave up cigarettes, she says. Today,
she and Paige sail a 36-foot sailboat,
which is docked at Lake Erie.
So much of what Mary Bess has
done in her life she has done with
her family. The family, she believes,
is a very important anchor for a
person's life, and she is devoted
to hers.
She will tell you readily about her
two sons, Paige Jr., who is in
banking in Arizona, and Kelly, who is
building a home near the family
cabin in Arkansas, and about their
wives and her two young
grandchildren, both children of Paige
Jr. and his wife. She will tell you
about all the good times the whole
family had together while the boys
were growing up, and about the
many family outings they took. The
family has always been close-knit,
and it is evident that Mary Bess was
always "there" for whoever needed
her.
Another important part of her life's
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.. Everyone has been so receptive, so helpful and anxious
for us to become a part of the community. ... We feel
very welcome.,,

work has been as a volunteer to
numerous organizations and projects.
She worked as a volunteer in
Lyndon Johnson's poverty program,
as part of a summer program for
underprivileged preschool children in
the Ozarks, and took an interest in
integration of the community. "We
tried not to think about color," she
says. "We always tried to teach the
kids [to see beyond that]."
When the family moved to
Arizona, Mary Bess served on the
Board of Trustees of the Desert
Botanical Gardens. While on the
board, she and another trustee

noted that while the Botanical
Gardens had some 200 volunteers,
there was no organization to the
group. Mary Bess, then, set about
establishing a group for the
volunteers, which was called the
Friends of the Garden. She became
its first president, serving in that
capacity for two years, sometimes
spending 60 hours a week running
the group of volunteers.
While in Arizona, she also took
time to study the native flora and
fauna, taking pictures of them and
identifying them. The knowledge she
gained, she took to school children
by giving talks at their schools. She
tells with some amusement about
the talks she and a friend by the
name of Florence did .together.
Florence, it seems, had a special
fondness for bringing in such live
creatures as snakes and tarantulas
and took special delight in throwing
Mary Bess a curve or two, such as
handing her a snake or having a
tarantula walk up her arm. One day,
one of the snakes (a gopher snake)
bit Mary Bess on the finger, sending
her to the doctor's office for a
tetanus shot.
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Although such lively talks may be
in the past, Mary Bess is still very
much involved as a volunteer here in
Dayton, Ohio.
Her mornings are spent largely on
university business, doing such
things as making arrangements for
university functions the Mulhollans
are giving and going over materials
Paige has brought home for her to
review. In addition, she spends
several nights a week with Paige
representing the university at
community functions.
She is involved with a number of
organizations locally, which she sees

as an important part of her function
as the university president's wife.
She has volunteered to work with
the wild flower group at the Cox
Arboretum. "This is an ideal
volunteer situation for me," she says.
"I am out in the open. I am working
with people and adding to the
beauty of things. I am learning,
myself, and having the chance
to share what I've learned
with others."
She has been named chairer of the
preview parties for the Dayton
Philharmonic Women's Association
Show House V next year and has
just completed her work on the
Dayton Philharmonic Women's
Association USO Party Committee.
She also has joined the Garden Club
of Dayton, has been elected to the
Board of Trustees of the Dayton
Philharmonic Women's Association,
the Associate Board of the Wegerzyn
Garden Center, the Board of
Trustees of the Miami Valley Arts
Council and recently has had 60
people from the New Neighbors
League to Rockafield House for a
potluck. Mary Bess sees these types
of activities as a way to get more
people from the community onto
campus and increase their awareness
of the university.
"I see my role as helping Paige,"
she says, "assisting him in any way I
can and helping him take the

university to the community.... The
university's successes please me
as much as anything, because I
feel I've had a part in them. That
means a lot to me."
Mary Bess takes genuine pleasure
in entertaining people, and preparing
good food is a part of that. She is an
accomplished cook, readily trying all
types of food and with a special
interest in Mexican cooking. Her
favorite type of cooking, however, is
baking-breads, cookies, cakes and
pies. Interestingly enough, she
doesn't especially enjoy eating baked
goods, but she loves the smell of
them cooking in the oven and the
pleasure people take in them.
Paige, however, likes baked goods
and has a special love of her
refrigerator rolls (which she calls
Ruth's Rolls, named for Paige's
grandmother who used to make
them), homemade strawberry
shortcake and pecan pie. Her rolls
are so popular with Paige, that he
requests they be served whenever
company comes to the house.
Her interest in trying new foods,
usually tried out for the first time on
company, has gotten her into trouble
on occasion. She laughs about the
time she was entertaining a group
from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
at Rockafield House. Paige had just
returned from a trip to New Orleans,
and so she thought she would
prepare some New Orleans-style
cooking for the group. Although she
was conservative with the use of hot
peppers, the meal still was so hot
that few people could eat much of it.
"The table was full of people going
'whew!'" she says.
Then there was the first time they
had the Board of Trustees to the
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house, and her famous rolls failed to
rise for the first time in 30 years of
making them. "I just ignored the flop
and passed the rolls," she says.
Her relationship with Paige is
obviously very special, each having
great appreciation for and liking of
the other. Theirs is a true
partnership. "There's a lot of giveand-take," she says. "We just enjoy
doing things together."
She describes herself as "more
low-keyed" than Paige and less
ready to take risks than he is. One of
the best illustrations of their
sometimes different approaches to
situations might be her description of
one of the raft trips they took
together down the Colorado River,
. through the Grand Canyon.
"Paige made the trip, because he
wanted to ride the rapids. He would
say, 'Wow, here we go! Oh, boy!' I
went because I wanted to see every
rock, bird and flower along the
way," she says. "When we'd come
to a rapid, I'd say, 'It's coming, it's
coming! Oh, gosh ... good, it's
over!'"
But much of their approach to life
is very similar. Besides their emphasis
on family, friends and service, they
both love the outdoors and simple
pleasures, like walking in the woods
with their two golden retrievers,
cooking hamburgers on the griddle
and the Christmas they had at home
together last year, when they
skipped the traditional feast and had
cheese grits and ham from Arkansas.

She praises Paige for his
thoughtfulness in their relationship.
He has done many things to let her
know how much he appreciates her.
"He has always made me feel that
he couldn't be what he is if it
weren't for me," she says. "I have
always felt well-valued for what I
have done, and he has never really
put any demands on me," giving her
the room and support to pursue her
interests, no matter how much time
they took. "He has never
complained about my not being
home," she says.
Her main rule in life, she says, is
the Golden Rule. "If you can live by
that," she says, "there's nothing
else lacking."
The move to Wright State
University poses many challenges
and opportunities for both Mary Bess
and Paige, and she is excited by
what she has experienced so far. She
speaks well of people at Wright
State and of the Dayton area. "I feel
everyone has been so receptive, so
helpful and anxious for us to become
a part of the community. And people
seem to be so positive about the
university," she says. "We feel
very welcome." •

Annual Alumni Fund for University Support
A new program to stimulate
alumni giving is set for launching
following Labor Day, according to
Jim Dock, Wright State's director of
Alumni Affairs.
The "Annual Alumni Fund for
University Support" is aimed at
contacting every Wright State
alumnus through the use of direct
mail and telephone techniques. Of
the approximately 25,000 alumni of
record, some 60 percent reside in
Montgomery and Greene counties,
the initial target population of the
telemarketing program.
Each alum will be contacted first
by a letter from President Mulhollan
and then receive a telephone
solicitation from a Wright State
student.
"Our appeal will be multipurpose

in nature," Dock said. "As a matter
of priority, however, we will stress
support for the soon-to-be
constructed Ervin J. Nutter Activities
Center. Alumni interest in the project
has been considerable, and now we
want to make certain all interested
alumni have the opportunity to give
toward the project." Support also
will be encouraged for scholarships,
teaching excellence and research, he
said.
Telemarketing is increasingly being
used ·by colleges and universities as a
basic fund-raising tool, Dock
obseNed. "It not only works well in
broadening the base of private dollar
support, but it is also a cost-effective
means of regularly updating alumni
records."
University Senior Vice President

natural extension of the campus
learning experience," Edwards said,
"and we find increasingly that
Wright State alumni are eager to
support the university with its many
areas of need." •

Jim Dock

The classnotes segment of The
WrightStater will resume in the fall
issue. Our special thanks to the
Office of Alumni Affairs for making
their space available to us for this
special issue.

Richard A. Edwards believes that
Wright State now has reached a
point in its history and alumni
population size, whereby an annual
appeal for alumni support is critically
important. "Alumni giving is a
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Commencement,
June 1986
pproximately 1,425
Wright State University
udents were eligible
r degrees at this year's
commencement exercises held on
June 14.
State Representative C. J. Mclin,
Jr., delivered the commencement
address and received an honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters degree
during the ceremonies. Having
served in the state legislature for the
past 20 years, Mclin was
instrumental in the creation of the
WSU School of Medicine and the
WSU School of Professional
Psychology.
Two faculty members received the
12th annual Alumni Association
Awards for Teaching Excellence.
Dr. Enrique Pantoja, professor and
chair of the Department of
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Radiological Sciences in the School of
Medicine, was named primary
recipient of the award. Dr. James
Walker, associate professor of
political science, was named the
second award winner.
Dr. Lawrence J. Gitman, professor
·of finance, was named the recipient
of the annual WSU Trustees' Award
for Faculty Excellence for
outstanding accomplishments in
teaching, scholarship and service.
WSU senior Mary Ranee Chattoraj
was named the Presidential Scholar
for the 1986-87 academic year. She
will pursue an independent research
project in biological sciences under
the personal direction of WSU
President Paige E. Mulhollan. •

Photographs
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

State Representative C. J. Mclin, Jr., was
the commencement speaker and also
received an honorary degree.
Dr. Enrique Pantoja is congratulated by
Kathleen Fish, Alumni Association
president, for receiving the Alumni
Association Award for Teaching
Excellence, while Dr. James Walker,
center, the association's second award
winner for 1986, and Faculty Vice
President Dr. Robert Dixon look on.
Dr. Lawrence J. Gitman, left, receives the
WSU Trustees' Award for Faculty
Excellence from Steven Mason, chair of
the Board of Trustees.
Student volunteers for the National
Center for Rehabilitation Engineering
were among those students who received
their diplomas.
President Paige E. Mulhollan addresses the
graduates.
Mary Ranee Chattoraj, the Presidential
Scholar for the 1986-87 academic year,
receives congratulations from President
Paige E. Mulhollan.

